Book reviews
Downthe Home of the Darwins by Sir Hedley Atkins pp 131 illustrated £3.60 London: Royal College ofSurgeons ofEngland 1974 Sir Hedley is not only a past President of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, and the immediate past President of this Society, but is also an acknowledged authority on Charles Darwin. Professor Atkins has himself been resident in Darwin's family home, Down House, since 1962 and he has come to possess a deep knowledge of the fascinating story of the house itself, its neighbourhood, and its occupants. This beautifully printed and produced volume gives us a homely picture of Darwin, his family, his servants, his animals, his domestic accounts, and as might be imagined from the pen of a distinguished clinicianhis illnesses.
Sir Hedley debates with the precision of a clinicopathological conference, the various arguments concerning three suggested diagnoses, those of Chagas' disease, chronic arsenic poisoning, and neurosis, which might account for his hero's symptomatology. This is a charming book which will delight all those who enjoy history well told, but there is another reason why it richly deserves success; it is a constant struggle to maintain Down House as a memorial for one of the world's greatest naturalists, and the proceeds from the sale of this book will be devoted to the upkeep of the Down House Museum and Estatesurely a most worthy cause.
HAROLD ELLIS Scanning Electron Microscopy by Oliver C Wells ppxviii+421 £12 $22.95 London: McGraw Hill 1974 The major part of this book is devoted to the physics and mathematics of the scanning electron microscope. Such fundamental items as signalto-noise ratio, electron-optical design, and contrast and resolution are fully explored with respect to this relatively new form of microscopy. Medical biologists will probably be most interested in the last 30 pages or so, contributed by Dr Alan Boyde, and dealing with the application of this apparatus to histology and cytology. Those who want to know what such-and-such a tissue looks like under the scanning electron microscope will not find the answer here; the purpose of the book is to provide the technical background to the design and use of the apparatus, and so it will have limited appeal to most readers ofProceedings. But for those with physical interests the volume must be a valuable compilation, especially as it includes one of the most extensive bibliographies on this type of microscopy that is available anywhere. Arnold 1974 This book is the result of many years of joint research by the authors, both recognized authorities in the field of corticosteroid therapy. The first third of the book is devoted to the physiological and pharmacological effects of steroids. This is followed by a detailed discussion of specific conditions treated with steroids, and a brief synopsis of their side and toxic effects. This is an authoritative, easily read, well illustrated, reasonably priced manual for the practising physician. It can be thoroughly recommended as a very readable, concise, upto-date review of steroid therapy. been largely rewritten as well as given a new and more appropriate title by its two distinguished authors, one a surgeon, the other a physician. Endocrinology has a fascination based on the close correlation between physiology and pathology, and on the complex interrelationship between the endocrine organs themselves and also their target organs, including the alimentary system and the genitalia; this volume emphasizes these cross-links. It is divided into six parts: the hypothalamus and its related glands, calcium metabolism and the skelefon (in which the para-
